30                     MUSSOLINI
Oneglia for him who had been able to sustain for about six months the noble journalistic battle against the adversaries/' He expressed the wish of having him among ' us ' soon and concluded by extolling Socialism.
" The guest answered him in sincere and heartfelt language."
The young ' professor' returned to his native village which he found in complete turmoil. The day labourers had revolted against the share-cropping small farmers. Mussolini joined the fray. " I have lived for some weeks in an atmosphere saturated with revolt/' he wrote in August. " I have participated wholeheartedly in the struggle that marks another signpost in the forward march of the agricultural masses of Italy/'
He censured the ' agrarian feudalism' in the Romagna and characterised the share-tenants as men perverted by the ideas of landlords and priests. But now the local authorities lost their patience. On July i8th he was arrested on the charge of having